Current immunizations for travel.
International travelers may be at risk from a variety of potentially severe and life-threatening infections. Some of these diseases are preventable, and vaccination remains a cornerstone of travel medicine. Vaccines that are important for international travel are reviewed, in a succinct update based on the most recent literature. Discussed are vaccines for enteric infections (polio, cholera, hepatitis A, and typhoid), as well as those for hepatitis B, Japanese encephalitis, yellow fever, and meningococcal vaccines. The controversial end to the polio eradication campaign and the recognition of vaccine-derived polioviruses are discussed. New monovalent cholera vaccines, including the live attenuated Peru-15 and CVD 103-HgR and the oral killed whole cell B subunit vaccine are reviewed, as well as a new oral bivalent vaccine that may offer protection against Vibrio cholerae 0139. Advances in typhoid vaccination include promising preclinical and clinical trial results of recombinant ZH9 and CVD 908-htrA vaccines, which, in addition to providing protection against typhoid fever, may be useful vectors for heterologous antigens. A growing recognition of rare adverse reactions to the 17D yellow fever vaccine, especially postvaccinal encephalitis, has led to a reassessment of its risks and benefits. Development of a novel chimeric vaccine may improve the safety and efficacy of the current Japanese encephalitis vaccine. Vaccination for meningococcal disease is characterized by the need for polyvalent, conjugate vaccines as well as a product that affords protection against serotype B. This travel vaccination review highlights progress in new travel-related vaccine development and updates the reader on issues surrounding licensed products. It will be useful for generalists, infectious disease physicians, and travel medicine specialists.